  11th Grade Civics & Government
Course Guidelines and Requirements

Ms. Basia Manniso
bmanniso@oxfordasd.org
Course Objective and Outline: 

Beginning with colonial America and tracing the historical origins and evolution of US political structures, students will come to comprehend and evaluate the functions of the United States government.  The curriculum may include (and not always in the same order depending on current events):
· Forms and basic powers of Government

· Foundations and Principals of Democracy
· Why separate from Great Britain

· Colonies Declare Independence

· Articles of Confederation

· Constitutional Convention

· Ratification of Constitution
· Introduction of Constitutional Principals
· What is Federalism

· Constitution Dissection

· Examination of 27 Amendments

· Three types of Congressional Powers

· Strict Constructionist v Liberal Constructionist

· Specific Powers of Congress

· How a Bill becomes law

· Role of Special Interest Groups
· What do Political Parties Do

· Examination of Contemporary Two Party System in the United States

· Relationship between Media and Political Parties
· Role of the President

· Presidential Succession

· Role of the Vice-President

· Election Process

· Expansion of Presidential Power

· Structure of Supreme Court

· What authority does the Supreme Court have, and what are the origins of it.

· History of PA Government

· Study of PA Government Structure

· Dissection of PA Constitution

· Conflict with Federal Courts

· PA- topics of conflict.
· How civics and economics interact
· Current Events
At the end of the course, students should be able to use their knowledge of American political institutions as well as their awareness of current events to formulate educated political opinions.

Sample Projects:
· Protest through American History – research to show comparisons and contrasts between protests
· 9/11 Commemoration – understanding the enormity and impacts
· Amending the Constitution – student groups present their proposal and research on a “28th Amendment”
· Design your own political Party – student groups present their researched platform position
Required Materials:


- Pencil, or pen in blue or black ink


- Notebook


- Folder


- iPad (charged)
- Pocket Constitution (once distributed)

Grading Policy:
Marking period grades will be determined by the following percentages: 

70% - Performance Assessments – Tests, quizzes, and skill-based performance measures

20% - Formative Assessments – Classwork, in-class assignments, class participation, and other in-class measures

Not more than 10% - Homework

Expectations:

Student work (except major projects) is due at the beginning of class on the assigned date.  Anything turned in the next day will be dropped 10%.  All late work is due no later than 1 week from the end of the marking period, unless otherwise stated.
Major projects that are turned in late have a 10% deduction for each day that they are late.

Students that miss class (excused or unexcused) are required to make up missed assignments, tests, and quizzes.  It is not my responsibility to make you aware of what you missed.

Classroom Expectations:

Aside from fulfilling the roles and responsibilities in the student handbook, all students are expected to show respect towards their peers, the material, and myself at all times.  This includes, but is not limited to: 

· No cell phones or iPods in class, unless part of activity
· Please do not speak when someone else is speaking.

· Turn in your own work: NO CHEATING.

· Arrive at class on time and prepared.  

· No food or drink

Communication:

Communication between parents and teachers is a vital part of the educational experience.  Parents and students should stay updated through PowerSchool for incomplete or missing work and low grades.  Inappropriate behavior, or any other matter that deserves a parents’ attention will be addressed through email, or with a phone call.  If there are any questions or concerns that you may have, please feel free to contact me.  I can most easily be reached through email at bmanniso@oxfordasd.org or Teams.
